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SSOOUUNNDD  AADDVVIICCEE  FFOORR  AA  CCOOSSTT--EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE  TTRREEEE  PPRROOGGRRAAMM  
 

 Keep what you have. Trees in good health, with good structure, should be preserved. It takes a 
very long time to grow a large tree, especially on a developed site, and the big trees provide the 
greatest benefits – aesthetic, economic, social, and environmental.  They are worth the investment. 
 

 Plan to manage risk.  No community can ever eliminate all its hazards. However, it has been 
shown in insurance claims and court cases that the best defense is working toward the goals outlined 
in a systematic management plan. 
 

 Plant and preserve with donations. Private citizens are generally enthusiastic about donating 
money for tree planting. It is also easier to encourage donations for preservation of existing trees.  
All planted trees benefit from regular maintenance, and good maintenance practices are the 
groundwork for growing healthy heritage trees of the future.  
 

 Plant with volunteer labor.  It helps build community support and increases the number of 
people watching out for the tree’s safety and health. Use bare root trees when possible: you get 
more roots, the stock is cheaper, and they are much easier to lift, to carry, and to plant at the 
proper depth.  
 

 Train young trees with volunteer labor. Such trees are small enough to be pruned from the 
ground with hand tools. Train the volunteers well so that the trees are pruned for good structure and 
form, giving them a good start for a long life and fewer maintenance issues down the road.  
 

 Establish an annual funding source for large tree pruning. Regular maintenance will help 
keep trees safe and healthy and minimize the need for costly emergency clean-up. 
 

 Plant the right tree in the right place and do it right. Select good specimens of species 
appropriate for the location and plant them correctly. 
 

 Establish a policy that requires all tree planting and pruning to conform to established 
standards and state this in all Requests for Proposals. For quality plant material, refer to the 
American Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1).  For proper pruning, refer to the Tree 
Maintenance Standards (ANSI A300). 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Volunteer Your Time  
 

 Become one of the “Vine Squad” 
 

 Use a trowel to help find root flares 
 

 Take the training and become a Citizen Pruner 
 

 Offer to serve on the Egremont Tree Committee 
Make A Contribution 
 

 For planting new trees 
 

 For tree care maintenance such as pruning 

2003 Inventory 

THE SIGNIFICANT ROADSIDE TREES OF EGREMONT 
 
Project Intent.  To conduct an inventory of the significant roadside trees of the Town of Egremont, in 
order to focus preservation efforts on the Town’s current and future heritage trees.  

 
Background.  The rural Town of Egremont in the 
Berkshires has large tracts of open space, many of 
them providing panoramic views of scenic 
landscapes. Bordering some of the open spaces are 
large and old roadside trees. In Egremont’s Master 
Plan (March 2003), one of the top five Immediate 
Action Strategies is to “create an inventory of 
historic landmark trees and develop an ongoing 
tree protection and maintenance program.”  

 
A millennium tree planting program in 2000 by the 
Egremont Land Trust spurred community interest 
in protecting Egremont’s heritage trees.  This was 
followed by a successful grant application written 
by the Land Trust for the Town under the Urban 
Forest Planning and Education Program, a joint 
effort of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management (D.E.M.) and the USDA Forest 
Service. This resulted in the formation of a Tree Committee to oversee work under the grant. The grant 
enabled the Town to solicit bids to perform an inventory of large significant trees, and the South Hadley 
consulting firm Trees New England was hired to perform the inventory and prepare a management plan 
based upon the results. 
 
Summary of Inventory Recommendations. 
 

 Plant new trees on a regular basis, and diversify the species distribution. 
 

 Perform routine pruning maintenance. 
 

 Manage risk by creating schedules for hazard pruning and removal. 
 

 Continue the Tree Committee, in order to follow through with the recommendations. 
 

 Develop a town tree ordinance.  A tree ordinance establishes Town policies and procedures 
and provides a basis for enforcement. A few sample clauses might include: require street tree 
planting with any new development; require tree replacement when non-hazardous trees are 
removed; and specify a tree-for-tree or inch-for-inch replacement. In some cases, money instead 
of trees may be reimbursed to the Tree Committee or Town, to be dedicated for future tree 
planting. A tree ordinance forms a strong basis for an effective tree program and is strongly 
recommended. 
 

 Educate the citizenry about the existence and importance of the Massachusetts tree 
laws, specifically Chapter 87.Shade Trees. Massachusetts is fortunate to have a strong basis in 
law for protecting street trees. Chapter 87 defines street trees and powers of tree wardens, and 
details the regulations regarding cutting, removal, and damages.  The Massachusetts Tree 
Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association Handbook (8th edition 2003) includes the statutory sections 
from all the Massachusetts General Laws that are relevant to public shade trees. 




