
 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Cemetery Preservation Workshop 

November 18, 2011 
 

 

Join the Department of Conservation and 

Recreation, the National Center for 

Preservation Technology and Training and 

the Lowell Parks and Conservation Trust, 

Inc. for an informative introduction to the 

Preservation of Historic Cemeteries. From 

documentation and planning to 

partnerships and funding, the workshop is 

designed to help municipal staff, site 

managers, volunteers, and others develop 

skills to preserve cemeteries as part of the Commonwealth’s rich 

cultural landscape. 

 

This workshop is a product of the DCR Historic Landscape 

Preservation Initiative which promotes the preservation of the 

Massachusetts landscape through public education and technical 

assistance. This year DCR is pleased to issue Terra Firma #10 -  

Mourning Glory: Historic Cemetery Preservation which includes a CD-

ROM of the award-winning Preservation Guidelines for Municipally-

Owned Historic Burial Grounds and Cemeteries .  

 

For more information on the Initiative call Wendy Pearl at (617) 626-1389 or visit 

www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/histland.htm. 

 

Schedule 

 

8:15am - 9:00am Coffee/Registration 

9:00am - 9:30am Welcome 

9:30am - 10:45am Technical Session 1 

10:45am - 11:00am Break 

11:00am - 12:15pm Technical Session 2 

12:15pm - 1:00pm Lunch 

1:00pm - 2:15pm Technical Session 3 

2:15pm - 5:00pm Labs /Roundtables 

  

Registration Fee  $40.00/person 

Registration fee covers the full day conference including morning refreshments and lunch. 

Please make checks payable to the Lowell Parks and Conservation trust. 

 

Directions to the UMass Inn and Conference Center 

www.acc-umlinnandconferencecenter.com/index.cfm 

 

From Rt 495 Take Exit #35C Lowell Connector 

 

From Route 128 & 95 Exit at Route 3 North to Exit #30, to the Lowell Connector 

 

From the Lowell Connector Follow the Lowell Connector to the end, Exit 5C. At the lights 

take a left onto Gorham St. After the third traffic light get into the right lane and prepare 

to take your next right onto Church St. Take the first left onto George St. which will take 

you into the parking lot.  

Parking at the Inn is limited. Spaces are available at the Warren St. municipal lot ( $8.00/day). 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Cemetery Preservation Workshop 

Friday, November 18, 2011 

UMass Inn and Conference Center, 50 Warren Street 

Lowell, MA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Deadline to Register: November 10, 2011 

 

MA Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Historic Landscape Preservation Initiative 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 600 
Boston, MA 02114 

 

Workshop Planning 

Steering Committee: 

 

Boston Historic Burying 

Ground Initiative 

 

Chicora Foundation 

 

Fannin-Lehner 

Preservation Consultants 

 

John H. Chafee 

Blackstone River Valley 

National Heritage Corridor 

 

Lowell Historic Board 

 

Lowell Parks and 

Conservation Trust 

 

Massachusetts Historical 

Commission 

 

National Center for 

Preservation Technology 

and Training 

 

National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, NE Office 

 

Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission 

 

Pressley Associates, Inc. 

 

Walker Kluesing Design 

Group 

 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/histland.htm
http://www.acc-umlinnandconferencecenter.com/index.cfm


 

 

 

Historic Cemetery Preservation Workshop 

November 18, 2011 

 

REGISTRATION Deadline for registration is Thursday, November 10, 2011.    

Registration and tours are limited, so please return this form and your paid 

registration promptly, indicating your session choices. Remit one form/person to: 

 

 

Please select your technical sessions and tour by noting 1st and 2nd choices from each column: 
 

Tech Session 1 Tech Session 2 Tech Session 3 Labs/Roundtables 

9:30 – 10:45am 11:00 – 12:15pm 1:00 – 2:15pm 2:30 - 5:00pm 

Documentation of 

Cemetery Landscapes 

        

Preservation Planning 

101 

Disaster Preparedness 

and Recovery 

Cemetery Preservation 

Roundtable 

Metalwork in the 

Cemetery Landscape 

Archaeology of the 

Cemetery Landscape 

Stone Conservation 101 Lab A [Limit: 45] 

When to Call the Pros – 

Stone Inventory vs. 

Conditions Assessment 

 

 

Cemetery Policy, Laws 

and Regulations 

Funding Cemetery 

Preservation 

Community Preservation 

Act at Work 

Cemetery Preservation 

Roundtable 

Telling the Story and 

Engaging the Public 

Partnerships – Teaming 

Up to Get Things Done 

Landscape 

Maintenance Best 

Practices 

Lab B [Limit: 45] 

Diagnosing and Solving 

Problems in the 

Cemetery Landscape 

 

 

 

 

Technical Sessions 

 

1. Documentation of Cemetery Landscapes  

Documenting your cemetery landscape may be the first step toward greater protection or funding 

opportunities. Learn the basics for documenting historic cemeteries and burial grounds using MHC 

inventory methodology and how to nominate sites to the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

2. Preservation Planning 101  

A good preservation plan can be a road map for management, maintenance and partnerships. This 

session reviews the preservation planning process and components of a good preservation plan.  

 

3. Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 

An overview of the Hazard Mitigation Planning process and MEMA resources available to communities 

before and after disaster hits. 

 

4. Metalwork in the Cemetery Landscape  

Case Study: Mount Auburn's approach to preserving their collection of historic iron work.  

 

5. Archaeology of the Cemetery Landscape  

The cemetery landscape is often more than meets the eye. Learn about examples of assessing the 

archaeology of burying grounds using ground penetrating radar and GIS. 

 

6. Stone Conservation 101  

Understand what stone conservation means, basic steps in 

developing a treatment plan, stone-by-stone inventory, and 

how to create a bid package.  

 

7. Cemetery Policy, Laws and Regulations  

Laws governing the management of cemeteries in 

Massachusetts can be confusing. Hear about municipalities' 

obligations, including abandoned cemeteries, lot "ownership," 

and policies for protecting fragile landscapes. 

 

8. Funding Cemetery Preservation  

A panel speaks on options for funding cemetery preservation 

through grants, fundraising and alternative resources. 

 

9. Community Preservation Act at Work  

Learn how communities are using CPA to support cemetery 

preservation. 

 

10. Telling the Story and Engaging the Public  

Hear about examples of communities and cemetery stewards 

using interpretation and public programming to further 

management goals and educate the public. 

 

11. Partnerships - Teaming Up to Get Things Done  

Case Studies: Worcester's Hope Cemetery (Friends of Hope Cemetery), Medfield's Vine Lake Cemetery 

(Vine Lake Preservation Trust), Lowell's School St Cemetery (Lower Highlands Neighborhood Group).  

 

12. Landscape Maintenance Best Management Practices  

A team of landscape architects, horticulturalists and stone conservators present best practices for 

maintaining a historic cemetery landscape. 

Wendy Pearl 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 600 

Boston MA 02114  

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Organization/Agency:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address and Phone:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:                 

 

Workshop Registration (includes lunch) $40.00/person x      Number attending =           Amount enclosed 
 

Please make check payable to: “The Lowell Parks and Conservation Trust, Inc.” 
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CEMETERY LABS 

 

A - When to Call the Pros: Stone 

Inventory vs. Conditions Assessment 

Street Cemetery is a c. 1810 

municipal cemetery in an evolving 

urban neighborhood. This lab will 

focus on the basic methods and skills 

for undertaking a stone inventory, 

versus the scope of a stone 

conditions assessment by a 

professional conservator. 
 

B - Diagnosing and Solving Problems 

in Your Cemetery Landscape 

Lowell Cemetery (1841) is a classic 

“rural cemetery” modeled after 

Mount Auburn Cemetery in 

Cambridge, MA.  Walk the grounds 

with a team of professionals and 

learn to look at a cemetery 

landscape holistically, identifying 

problems and options for treatment.  
 


